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LETTER 

F R.O M 

A MEMBER of die 

Univerfity of OXFORD, 

TO A 

Gentleman in the Country j 

CONTAINING 

A Particular ACCOUNT 

O F A 

WATCH-PLOT 

Lately difcovered there ; 

Together with fome ferious Refleftions upon 
the prefent Circumftances of that Univer- 
sity, and the Conduft of its Enemiesu 
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^member the Children of Edoaiy O Lordy in the Day 
cf Jerufalem, how they faid^ Down with ity Down 
with it J even to the Ground^ Pf. cxxxvii, 7. 

LONDON: 

Printed for J, Meres, in the Old Bailj. 
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THE 



PREFACE. 



TH E Writer at rfie following 
Letter^ it may e^y be ob- 
ierved, is not fo ftudious to obtain 
ft Character for Elegance of Com* 
pofition, as for the Honefly of his 
Heart and Intentions. He folemn- 
ly declares that the. main Motive 
by which he is induced to piibliffi it 
Is a Zeal for the Honour of an Uni« 
verfity, which, no'twithftanding the 

repeated 
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repeated Stabs ftie has lately re- 
ceived from fome of her own Sons 

s 

€ven now In her Bofom, is ftill in a 
fairer Way than ftie is generally 
thought to be. All Party-Spirit he 
utterly difavows and abhors ; ^d 
if he has exptefled himfelf rather 
warmly in one or two Pallages, he 
defires it may be attributed to the 
above Motive; which "it is hoped will 
not yet be thought to have carried 
him beyond the Bounds of Dccen- 
cy, much lefs beyond thofe of 
Truth. It may perhaps with fome 
Jufticc be objefl:ed to him, 

ft 

Nm tali Auxilio, nee Defenjorihus 

iftis 
Tetnpus eget: 

That 
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That the prefent CIrcumftances of 
the Univerfity are fuch as feem to 
demand a publick Vindication of 
its Chara£ier from fome authori- 
tative Pen. But this, it is pre" 
fumed, has been delay *d for pru- 
dential Reafons : And therefore, 
with a View to gratify, in fome* 
Meafurc, the general Impatience of 
feeing fomcthing from thefe Parts, 
the following Letter is publifhed. 
To a candid Reader, the Hurry in 
which it was drawn up, will be st 
fuiKcient Apology for the Inaccu- 
racies he will meet with in it. Af- 
ter the Writer had waited fo long, 
in Expe<3;ation of feeing the Caufe 
undertaken by a more able Advo- 
cate, the Time would admit of no 

formal 



( i^ ) 
formal and methodical Defence. If 

what he has here written ihall an- 
fwer the PurpoJfe of Hopping for a 
while the Voice of the Slanderer and 
Blalphaner, the Enemy and Aven- 
ger, he will think himfelf richly re- 
warded for the iinall Pains he has 
taken. 
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LETTER, &C' 



OxforJf Dec. 28, 1754. 

Dear S/r, 

IAm very ready to gratify your Curi- 
ofity to know every 'Kiing of Confe- 
quence that pailes in this Univerfity: 
Becaufe I am ienfible that it is in you 
both a natural and a commendable Curi- 
ofity, and that yoa will not, as fome 
others have done, make an ill Ufe of any 
Thing that (hall be communicated to you 
from thefe Parts. You have often told 
me that you entertain a Kind of facred 
Reverence for the Place to which you owe 
your Education ; and indeed you have 
great Reafon to do fo : For that Education 
has made yoii an Ornament to your Pro- 

B feffion. 
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feflion, and procured you a comfortable 
Subfiftence for the Remainder of your 
Life. I could wifh every one cheriihed 
the fame grateful Sentiments of the in- 
valuable Bleflings they derive from hence. 
But the Account you fent me in your laft, 
was not fo furprizing to me as you feem'd 
to imagine it would be. The Gentle- 
men in your Neighbourhood, whofe Names 
you mention, are not the only Inftances of 
the Kind I have heard of, or met with ; 
there are others who go a Step beyond 
them,, who make a Merit of employing 
that very Eloquence which they owe to 
Oxford in fet Harangues and bitter Invec- 
tives againft it. Like the fabulous Giants 
of old, rebellion fly exerting their bodily 
Strength againft Heaven from whence they 
derived it *. Thefe frequently defcend 

even 

* Sed quid Typhoeus, {^ validus Mimaf? 
Contra fonantem PAL L AD IS Mgida ' 
Pojfunt ruenies? 

The iformer of thefe Heroes is aptly reprefented by 
Mr. K — n — / who, having originally (prung 
from a D— ngh— 11, may not improperly be called 
Terra Filius, His Brother Mr. Br — may pais 

for 
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even to Fidion, and the groffeft Mifrepre- 

fentations of Fadls ; and if one may judge • 
fi-om their prefent Praftices, would feel a 
favage Kind of Satisfadion, if by thefe 
Means they could deftroy its vely Being 
as an Univerfity. But in Spite of their 
wicked Arts, thiey have the Mortification 
to fee it flpurifh daily. Young Gentle- 
men of Figure and Fortune are continually 
flowing in upon us. A plain Proof this 
of the Difcipline, good Order, and De- 
cency of Behaviour, kept up among us; 
which (as I told you long fince) my Lord 
Parker was fo honourable and ingenuous 
as to commend upon a late Occafion. 

. The Bafenefs and Ingratitude of the 
Perfons above hinted at, who thus rack 
their Inventions to ruin us, is certainly 
very unaccountable: But not mpre fo 

for the latter. Such Reflexions oh particular Per- 
fons, as feeming to imply private Refentment, it 
muft be owned, when confidered apart from Cir- 
•cumftances, are unjuftifiable ; and are here made 
with no other View but to fet the Ingratitude of 
thefe Gentlemen in a ftronger, and at the fame 
Time in its proper, Light, 

B 2 than 
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than the extreme Credulity, real or af^ 

fcdted^ of fuch as repofe an implicit 
Confidence in every Report they hear to 
our Difad vantage. If Abufe of thi§ Uni* 
verfity is with fome People become a fa- 
fhionable Topick of Converfation ; it is: 
no lefs fafhionable with others to admit 
every new-invented Story againft it as an' 
incontcftable Truth, I had almoft faid, as 
an Article of Political Faith. I myfelfy 
when I have been endeavouring to de- 
fend its Hcxiour, when attack'd^ in private 
Company, have heard it charged with 
ftill retaining the Eflence of Popery in 
its publick Worfliip, and with a thoufand 
other Things equally abfurd, as with Fadls 
that I could not pretend to deny or dif- 
femble; but which, at the fame Time, 
. a Man would richly deferve to be laughed 
at, who fhould fet himfelf ferjoufly to 
refute. 

One main End of my Correfpondencc 
with you is, that you may be able to vin- 
dicate the Charader of this much-injured 

Place 
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place upon all fuch Occafions as are men* 

tioned above j And my Method has been 

to iend you as plain Accounts as I could 

of Matters of Faft. The Univerfity ftanda 

in Need of no other Kind of Defence % 

for were Fafts but clearly related, and fet 

in their proper Light, without any Party-* 

Gloffes, or malicious Exaggerations, there 

could be no Room for Jealoufies and Mif-- 

underftandings between us and our Su^ 

periors : And a certain Set of Men, whofe 

Bqfinefs and Interefl it now is to foment 

them, xnight then perhaps find out a more 

laudable and honeft Employment for their 

TalentSi — But 'I fhall, without further 

Introdudion, proceed to the Relation of 

an Affair which happened here lately, and 

which, (becaufe it feems to be a flrong 

Confirmation of what I have been fay-' 

ing) I was willing to take the firfl Op<- 

portunity of laying before you. 

A FEW Days fince a certain Gentleman 
of this Place, who thinks it no Impeach- 
ment of his Loyalty to his Majefty King 
George that he wifhes well to my Lord 

JVenman 
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Wenman and Sir James Dajhwoodj was 

reading a News-Paper at the Kitchen-Fire 

of a large publick Houfe. There were 

two or three other Perfons in the fame 

Room ; and one of them, one Mr. H-n-r^ 

a.matriculated Barber, came up to the firft- 

mentioned Gentleman fo employed, and 

defired him to lend him his Watch a 

Moment; a remarkably good one, made 

by Tompion. He immediately retired with 

it to a Corner of the Room, in Order (as 

the Gentleman fuppofed) to correft his 

own by it. He fopri returned it: But 

the Gentleman, as he was replacing it in 

his Pocket, found that the Cafe was not 

fecure, and (as it was natural) reproved 

Mr. jH— ;z.— r for putting his Watch into 

his Hand in that carelefs Manner. Then 

endeavouring to fhut it, he found the 

Spring would not catch, and no fboner 

examined the Infide of the Cafe but he 

faw a fmall Pidture, which he prefently 

knew to be that of the young Pretender. 

He, immediately fired; taxed Mr. H— 

n-^r with what he had done. Mr. H-'ti-r 

look'd 
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ioaked jufi: as filly arid confounded zs yoif 
may fuppofe any other detedled Villain W 
do, and with an afFeded Air of Indiffe- 
rence replied to this Effedt : " Why, 'tis 
a pretty little Picture, and I thought it 
would pleafe you better than me^ and 
fo was willing . to make you a Prefent 
^ of it." The Gentleman made no An- 
fwer, but with a juft and honeft Indigna- 
tion threw the Pidlure into the Fire, and 
flung out of the Room. 

I DOUBT not,, Sir, but your Imaginatio» 
has prevented me in drawing a Parallel be- 
tween this Affair and that of the infamous 
Rag-Plot. There is certainly a furprizing 
Refemblance of Features between them, 
thaft flrikes one at firfl Sight. And had 
not this laft Plot been crufh'd in the 
Birth by the Unfkilfulnefs of the Midwife, 
it might juflly have been ftiled the other's 
Firfl-born. But as it has happened, I 
hope it will ferve to convince thofe abroad^ 
who are capable of being convinced, of 
the low a«d difhoneft Artifices of fona« 

among: 
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'tmong us, wlio are moft impioufly and 
unnaturally labouring to raife themfelves 
upon the - Ruins of our Alma Mater. I 
will not compliment Mr, H--n-r's Inven- 
tion fo far as to fuppofe he was the fir ft 
Mover in this Bufinefs. It may, P think, 
on the contrary, be taken for granted, diat 
he afted only aa Under-Part. Neither do 
1 exprefsly charge any jicademick with the 
CojitrivancSe of this ingenious Plot. All 
I (hall obferve is, that this Mr. H^n^^r^ 
befides his Trade of a Barber, has the 
Honour to be Butler oi Exeter College. 
The Gentlemen of that Society, I ani 
told, affeft to laugh it off, as a foolifh 
trifling Affair* and to wonder why People 
ihould be alarmed at it. . They blanoe ♦ 
their Servant indeed for his Folly^ but 
«re fo extrenaely cb^itabk in this Inftance 
^s to acquit him of any guilty Defign. 
I will not pretend to judge Mr. H— «— r i 
he knows his ovn Heart beft: But a 
plain Proof to me of a black Intention 
fomewhere, is that fopie of his Friendg 
have actually been with the affronted 

Gentle- 
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Gfindfiman, on Purpde to prevail , vrita 
him, if poffible, not to divulge the Af- 
fair. 

I hAve given you. Sir, a plain Narra- 
tive of the Faft : And now indulge md 
in a few Refle<5tions upon our prefent 
Circumftances^ not fuggefted by a blind 
Party-Zeal, but I:^ an uiia£Fe£ted Regard 
to Truth, aiKl a .£ncere well-grounded 
Afibiftion to this Univcrfity, to whofe Li* 
tereils I am fo hardy as to confefs my- 
felf moft firmly attached. With Refped 
to the Views of thefe Gentlemen, a very 
fhaali Degree of Penetration will ^ive us a 
clear Infi^t into them. The honourable 
Profeffiott of Informing, (for honourable 
diey feem folUcitous to prove it) has ia 
a late ^ngle Inftance pifoyed a very lucra- 
tive one too. ^bey hope to meet with 
the fame Succefs; and» in Order to tn-^ 
fiire it, are turned Pimps and Informer^ 
Xo that Prince of Informers equally deteft^ 
ed by all Parties. They fumiih him from 
Time to Time with Matter of general 

C Abufe 
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Abufc rak'd from their own filthy bellifit 
Plot^; and occafionally interfperfe the vileft 
Rcfleftions upon the moft refpedtable 
Charafters in the Place. I know that 
when they have been cxpoftulated with 
by fomc of their own Friends upon thefe 
truly diabolical Practices, they have only 
replied: with great Coolncfs ;. " There is 
no Help for it $ we muf): take all Ad-* 
vantages at fuch Times as thefe/V But 
I virould ask Mr. 12— «— /, for Inftance^ 
why mud, the Univerjky (to which it is 
very weir known he is indebted for every 
Morfel of Bread he eats) be fo ungrate- 
fully and inhumanly facrificed to his fu-< 
rious Zeal for what is called the New^ 
Inter eft I Is it becaufe he has fo large a 
Wager depending upon the Event of the 
County-Eledlion ? Let him tell me, if he 
can, what Connexion there i» between 
the Principles of thiy- Univerfity, and the 
Merits of that Ekaiori. Will it follow 
that, fuppofinrg we are a Neft of Jacobites^ 
therefore the Oxford/hire Freeholders muft 
be deprived of their Privileges as fuch ? 

Ho 
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He cannot ' furely qntertain fo mean aa 
Opiijjion of the Judgment, Under ftan ding, 
or Honefly, of a Britip Houfe of Conji- 
mo^, as to fiippofe they will be influenced 
by fuch a palpable Piece of Sophiftry. 
There cannot be conceived fo daring an 
Infult upon the Wifdom and Integrity of 
that Honourable Aflembly, as fuch an 
impudent Suppofition would imply; un- 
lefs this fame Gentleman were to petition^ 
that in the Deciiion of this great Atfain 
of publick and national Concern, Regard 
might be had purely to his private Emo- 
lument; and that the Candidates in the 
New Inter eji might be voted \vi qm jure 
qudque injuridj only becaufe this humble 
and modeft Petitioner, being like wife very 
poor, has a confiderable Sum of Money 
depending. 

And with Regard to the real Principles 
of this Univerfity, they are fuch as will 
approve themfelves to every honeft un- 
prejudiced Perfon in the Kingdom, Its 
very Oppofers are fatisfy'd of this, not- 

C 2 wlthflanding 
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withftanding they take fuch Pains t6 
blacken and mifreprefent them. They 
know^ Sir, in their own Confciences, 
that we arc mbft firnaly and unalteftibly 
attached to the Church of Engkndy and to 
its great Support, the Protcftant Succfeffion. 
They know that our Loyalty to his pre- 
fent Majefly is as untainted as our reli-* 
gious Principles* I fpeak from the very 
pottom of my Sotil when I charge them 
with being convinced of this ^ but fuch 
bafe Men pay littie Hegard* to inward 
Convidtion. It was prcvioufly agreed up-» 
on between the Gentlemen of a certain 
Intereft in this County, that the Aale Cry 
ef Fopery and JacAitiJm ihould be re^ 
vived to ferve their prefent Purpoies, and 
to facilita&e t^r Succefs* . But fui^ly the 
Vniverfity might have been fpared, upctfi 
this Occafion ; for, in the Name of Won* 
deft how is din Cry fqpported'? The 
whole Body is vilified and abufed fbr the 
A<5tion of a few incmifidcrafs ydung Fel- 
lows: And that very Afition, now it has 
been fearched to the Bottoih^ is found to 

be 
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be imputable to almoft any Thiog rather 
than Jaeoiifkal Principles. But fuppo- 
fing the Charge upon tbem to be juft, how 
often miift it be infifted on to be a moft 
flagrant Piece of Injuftice, an abiblute 
Contradidion to Common Senfe^ to make 
the Univcrfity ftnfwCrable for every fingle 
Adion e( each individual Member? If 
this Way of Reafoning be admitted in one 
Caie, let, it be admitted in all. Our Sif^ 
ter-Univerfity, it is well known, would 
then come in for her Share of the Charge 
of Difaffedtiop. But we hope for her 
Sake^ as well as ovir own, that fuch ini« 
pQtent Slander» fuch partial Accuiationst 
will always meet with the Reception they 
deferve. In the mean Time, we call 
upon theni to prove one iingle Aft g£ 
Difloyalty upon the coUedtive Body. 
Even their fubtle and maliciouq Inven- 
tions will, I may fafcly fay, be puzzled 
to do this. But, 'till this ie done, our 
Charafter as good Subjeds, as well aS 
in every other Rcfpcft, will ftand un- 
ihak^n and fecure. The whole Herd 

of 
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of* Sycophants^ let their Combination 

againft the Place be never fo ftrong> 
and their EiForts never fo united, will 
in th& End be ba^ed and confounded* 
Their reiterated Blows at its very Foun- 
dations will but the more powerfully en- 
gage every virtuous and impartial Man^ 
every true Lover of Le^;iing and his 
Country, in its Support ; and fo be the 
unwilling Means of eftabUfliirig it . the 
firmer : 

• • • 

wr—Veluti knnofo validam cumrobore quercum 
Alpini Btfrea nunc bine, nuncjlatibus illinc 

• Eruere inter fe cert ant ^ itjiridory & alte 

* Confternunt terram concujfo fiipite frondes : 
Ipfa haret fcopulis I & quantum vert ice ad 

auras 
MtberiaSy tantum radice in Tartar a tendif^ 

ViRG. 

At the fame Time it muft be own'd it 
Jies upoji us, as we regard the good Opi^ 
pion of the World in general, to wipe off 
thofe virulent Afperfions which have been 
fucceffively thrown upon the Place, and 

parti* 
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particularly thofe upon the chief Maglf-* 
trate in a late Defence. Too long a De-* 
lay may in fuch a Cafe, it is to be feared^ 
be conftrued to our Difadvantage. A 
Confcioufnefs of our own Innocence and 
Integrity may, it is true, help to deceive 
us into d blameable Security. In theie 
Times, it muft be confcfled, an uncommon 
Degree of Circumfpeftion and Aftivity is 
neceflgry. But the Children of this World 
are in their Generation wifer than the Chil- 
dren of Light. On the other Hand it muft 
be conceived, we may have hitherto been 
partly reftrained by a Tendernefs for the 
Charadler of a certain Society, which has 
ihewn fo little to that of. the? whole Uni- 
verfity befides itfelf. Whatever Motive 
our Silence may be imputed to, the World 
may reft afTured that ftrange Scenes of In- 
iquity will e'er long be brought to Light. 
Till which Time it can be no unreafon-r 
able Requeft to defire thofe who are in- 
clined to think ill of us, to fufpend their 
Judgment, and entertain as favourable an 
Opinion of this Ui^iverfity, for the Sake 

of 
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of ifi» pa^ Services to the Publick, as the 
Credk of its Accu^rs will permit them 

to Ho. T am^ 



to do, I am, ^ 



Dear Sir^ 

Tourjincere Friendy 
md bumble Servant ^ 



A.M. 



FINIS. 
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